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REGENTS APPROVE NEW UNDERGRADUATE TEACHER REDESIGN PROGRAMS

Baton Rouge:The Louisiana Board of Regents has approved a number of newly redesigned teacher
education programs throughout the state as part of a continuing effort to strengthen student achievement
through improved teacher preparation.  

“We realize that our colleges of education teach the teachers who teach the children who become our
students.  We have a clear vested interest in the future preparation of these young people, and that is
what these redesign efforts are all about – student success, plain and simple,” said Commissioner of
Higher Education Joe Savoie.

Regents gave full approval to seven institutions (six public and one private) yesterday, including 

* Louisiana Tech University (Undergraduate Grades PK-3; Undergraduate Grades 1-6;
Undergraduate Grades 4-8; and Undergraduate Grades 7-12),

* Nicholls State University (Undergraduate Grades PK-3; Undergraduate Grades 1-6;
Undergraduate Grades 4-8; and Undergraduate Grades 7-12),

* Northwestern State University (Undergraduate Grades PK-3; Undergraduate Grades 1-6;
Undergraduate Grades 4-8; and Undergraduate Grades 7-12),

*Southeastern Louisiana University (Undergraduate Grades PK-3; Undergraduate Grades 1-6;
Undergraduate Grades 4-8; and Undergraduate Grades 7-12),

*University of Louisiana - Lafayette (Undergraduate Grades PK-3; Undergraduate Grades 1-6;
and Undergraduate Grades 7-12),

*University of Louisiana - Monroe (Undergraduate Grades 1-6; Undergraduate Grades 7-12),
and 



* Our Lady of Holy Cross College (Undergraduate Grades 1-6; Practitioner Teacher Program -
Grades 7-12; Practitioner Teacher Program - Special Education; and Masters Degree -
Alternate Certification Grades 1-6).

ADD ONE
REGENTS APPROVE NEW UNDERGRADUATE TEACHER REDESIGN PROGRAMS

McNeese and Xavier received conditional approval of their undergraduate education programs, allowing
the campuses time to address stipulations noted by the external review team.   

Institutions submitted their redesigned undergraduate programs to the Board of Regents and the Board of
Elementary and Secondary Education on April 30, 2002.  A group of external consultants then visited
Louisiana to conduct a full review and to hear firsthand from each campus about their plans to implement
their new programs.   

Commissioner Savoie noted that Louisiana’s early commitment to this effort is beginning to pay off.  “Our
state is being recognized on a national level because of the commitment we’ve made to teacher education
reform and the comprehensive approach we are taking.  In addition to drawing these accolades,
additional federal dollars are being made available to our institutions to continue our momentum.”

Last week, the Board of Regents and the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education received word
that the U.S. Department of Education would make $327,000 available for use in teacher initiatives.  

“They felt that the funds would be a good investment in further support of our universities’ efforts.  We
have submitted a proposal to receive the money, and I am confident that it will be forthcoming,” said
associate commissioner Jeanne Burns, the Regents point person on teacher education initiatives.   

Just two weeks ago, one of the nation’s leading child advocates, Kati Haycock, noted that Louisiana was
two years ahead of other states in its teacher quality reform efforts.  State education officials have been
working through the Blue Ribbon Commission for Education Excellence to drive meaningful
improvements in the way teachers are recruited, educated and retained in Louisiana.  Recent federal
legislation is now also calling for comprehensive teacher education reform.  

In other action, Regent’s members delayed approval of undergraduate education programs in social
studies pending additional information from the U.S. Department of Education regarding new guidelines
that could affect these programs.   The social studies programs on hold are located at   Louisiana Tech,
McNeese State University, Nicholls State University, Northwestern State University, Southeastern
Louisiana University, University of Louisiana - Lafayette, University of Louisiana - Monroe, and Xavier
University.

Colleges and universities have until July 1, 2003, to begin admitting new students into the new redesigned
undergraduate teacher preparation programs and the Non-Masters /Certification Only Alternative
Certification programs.  Institutions have the option to admit students into the new programs earlier once
the programs are approved by Regents, BESE and  the individual institution’s internal university



The Board of Regents is an Equal Opportunity and ADA Employer

curriculum committees.
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